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efficient condition as was the alternative to private war
before the blood feud could be abolished. A central
authority is required to coerce refractory states, and
make the decisions of the Boards of Arbitration re-
spected on all sides. I have little doubt that such an
authority will arise as the need for it becomes keenly
felt We have first to improve the tribunals, and make
them so strong in ability and in the support of public
opinion, that the nations will clamour for the coercion of
any power which sets at naught their judgments. When
the general sentiment is outraged by disobedience,
means will be found to compel obedience. Probably
many states will before long enter into general Treaties
of Arbitration; and in time.standing tribunals will be
created in consequence of the increasing frequency of
cases, just as in England judicial work, which was at
first the occasional duty of the great officers of the royal
household, came afterwards through press of business to
be the special function of professional judges. May we
not hope that, when this stage is reached, the Concert of
Europe will supply the coercive force which will, no
doubt, be occasionally needed ? Inasmuch as the tribu-
nals will be created by the express agreement of states,
we may reasonably expect that their decisions will not
often be rejected: and it does not require a great stretch
of imagination to surmise that, when anything of the
kind takes place, the Great Powers will be called in as a
sort of Court of Appeal, to decide whether the dis-
obedience is justified, and, if not, to compel the sub-
mission of the offending state. I need not repeat here
what was said in the previous Essay on the subject of
the superintending authority exercised by the European
Concert. If the existence of such an authority has been